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Encouraging your children to write
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Here is some of their advice for taking adwvan-
tage of that enthusissm:
= Books begin In your baclkyard, Simply put,
write about your passions, There was a ime
when Lym never imagined she could be a writer
because dhe thought authors enly wroze from
their imagination,

Then she realized her own lfe was a filked with
thve souff that makes good books.

Sa, she began writing about her own experi-
ences with nature.

“¥ou find things in your backyard, literally and

factually,” she says,

Ca “Find what fascinates vou.

= Write aboutr what you know
T

You find Granted, not everyone has

had aseal tum up in their

t_h]ngs ixy backyard or a baby cougar
your dumped on thelr Bed a1 night,
backyard, shesays. Even so, children's
1it i lives are filled with mulo-
ky tudes af rich experiences that
and if they just took time to think
factually. about them, those everyday
E life: events could easily om
ind what ., nininovels.
fascinates She encourages parents o
o Welte fwahh :?Eii: ﬂiﬁgf .
about dEIEr'. L s
what you “You give them experiences
know hest. they want b0 eodmmuni-

cate,” she siys,

= Start with an interesting
hook or Jead. Make sure the
beginning of vour story is in-
teresting, Thar way, the reader will actually read
beyand the first paragraph, she says.

Tnstead of bl_‘?:'.llﬂill& |1|_-r'|:-c:-q;-k, Tabaseo rhe
Saucy Haccoon, with the story of how she was
given Tabasco, she began with the story of taking
the tiny raccoon an i firs airplane Mghe

In other words, don't start with what vou had
for breakfase just because it came first, when you
really had something incredibly exciting for
lirch

T puit it another way; “When I can almoss feel

the claws of the grizzly in my backside, that's
where [ start the stary," she says,
* Read poetry. Lyn has read poetry all her life, It's
helped her to @evelop her own personal style and
imeneporate all sorts wonderful poetic techniques
inito her own writing.

"Poetry is where the written word sings,” she
=AYE:

+ Take pictures with a camera. Lyn is both a
writer and phomgrapher. When she writes, she
thinks like a photographer.

Whiet she meane is this: e wonds 1o describe
something in such detail that the reader feels like
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Ies right in frons of them, o tar they're feeling it
to0, she says.

Think verbal image.

“Paine a picture with your words,” she says,
“And tell stories with your pictures,"

Use zoom technigques, “5tart a story with the
palar bear a dot in the distance and increase sus.
pemss a5 hie comes nearer — ot i reverse,” she
SYE,

“Write what you see. See the details.”

Find comparisons to make unfamiliar things,
Familiar,

It once took her a day to write a paragraph. She
toibed, Struggled. Typed words onto the paﬁe.
Tiibed some more, And rewrate, Again, An
again,

“1 couldn’ finish a sentence,” she says. “It was a
mess,”

Finally, by day’s end, she had the opening para-
graph to her book, An Ape Came out of my Hat-
T,

She struggled to describe how she feit when
she first met the tny litthe creature. How she was
almast repulsed by its uglivess, bt dicasm to it by
its vulnerability,

* Use all your senses. Remember mo describe not
only how something looked with your eves, bug
hevw it sounded, tasted, srmelled and felt, she
SEYE.

* Remember the five w's, Answer gquestions not
only concerning “wihiat™ you're writing about, but
about who, where, when, why — and how.

Encourage kids to ask questions and get from
one sentence o another using thein,
= Read it out loud. Commit it to paper, then read
it gut boud to someone. You'll get a better sense of
the rhythm and Aow by speaking vour written
wards, she says,

“T'hear the sound of the language in my writ-
ing,” she says. She often breaks grammatical
rules, like omitting veebs, for balance.
= Feep a writer's journal, Think of this as a per-
sonal thesaurus. Learn a new and interesting
wortd every day and Write' it down. Find alterna-
tives to ove And words,

‘Write down catchy phrases you hear ar read,

Lym keeps hers by her bed. °1 have my best
itdeas in bed or just when Wiking up,” she says.

* Act it out. Lyn Believes iy seeing, acting our and
speaking before Writhi. *T spent a mosning once
:r:.llu.g to describe erebpini i on 2 walrus and
describing its body." she saps,

"I mcted it out, 1munlhefl It, 1 Booked at my

phatos.”

# Keep file cards. Lyn organizes her stories on
cards: one box of cards for locations, another on
characters, plot szasters and themes,

* Practise, practise, practise. You can only teach
somenne how to write to an extent, she says, AF
ter that, it's up to children to develop their skills
through trial and error, and st plain having fun
with the written waord.

“You teach yoursell writing By writing," she
says, L

“It's caught, not taughe. ™
* Surround children with books. Cme of the best
ways 10 get children interested in'illustrations is
to expose them to a muolbde of books with
great picoures, says Loraine.

Talk abowt the pictures and have your children
describe wiat's happening simply by what they
e,

» Get them hooked on crafis. There's no shortage
of places to buy art supplies these days. Even if
you dom't have an artistic side, encourage vour
children to exploge theirs, says Loralne,

Colour, paint by number, connect dot puzzles
and build models. Post their artwork on the
fridge or frame it on the walls.

“Make a big thing of their aternpts,” she says.

Encourage children to make their own cards for
special occasions. "MNot many parents [ know
would rather gat a bought eard than one made by
their child," she says.

= Start young. Even if your children can't read or
write, they can still make thelr own books. Chil-
dren have a natural inclinaton to pick up a pencil
and seribble. Go with the flow.

Print their thoughrs on paper, then have them
draw pictires 1o po with the words. You can bay

speciil paper with & blank area on top and lines
om the bottom.

Start with a picture journal. Write a story abour
what happened tovour child today.

* Think outside the tree. "Look beyond what you
think you see.” says Loraine,

Children will draw a tmee exactly the same way
every time — a boown rectangle with fluffy gresn
stuff on the wop. Ger them outside o look ata
tree, Diraw it differendy. Include more details.

“An artist ook &t the world in a far different
way than mast people,™ she says,

“An artist pulls viewers into the world through
details,

“Help them loeok at nanire the way it i, and not
the way they chink it is.”

For more information on Lyn Hancock or to
book time for her oo come calk with children,
call her ar 1-250-390-9075, «mail her at lyn-
haneock@shaw.ca or visit her website at
wwow. lynhancock.com. She also provides a free
activity book of ideas o teachers wha purchage
her book.
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What: Tabaseo the Sauey Raccoon, the newest
beak by Lyn Hancock and Lotaine Kemp, from
British Columbia, The pair will t=1l the story of
how the boolki-came o be a8 book Bunch in Mia

T

When: They will be in Niagara o lsunch the
book on Friday, Oct. 13

Time: 7 pm,

Where: Vineland Estaves Winery, Carriage
House, 3620 Moyer Rd., Vineland. Books will be
available for purciage and signing,

HEE

What: Book signing by Lyn Hancock, author o
books Ineliding Tabageo the Saucy Raccoon and
There's a Seal in my Sleeping Bag.

When: Samrday, Oet. 14,

Time: 1-3 pm.

Where: A Chesmut Lane Books, 314 Merritt
-

Call; The hookstore can be reached at 905-
X7 1622
*
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What: Books Begin in Backvards, a sallc by
Canactian author Lyn Hancock about writing
about what you know best. She will be speaking
during & regular mesting of the local Canadian
Auithoas Association.

When: Wednesday, Oct. 15,

Time: 7:30 p_m,

Where: 5t. Catharines Public Library, Mills
Room,
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