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As | shoved slimy fish down a seal’s gullet,
wrestled with a vicious bald eagle, rowed a little
boat in the eight-foot swells of the Pacific and
courageously put up with scores of mosquito bites,
| realized how happy | was that | had married
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“are you cmzy? 1 stopped going to zoos when |
whs s, Let's 11y the Empire Stabe msicad,”
ghs after thal tap o New York | was
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wal wildile expedition. Where 0?7 To collect
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firnd sovme witdlife. At lefr, Lyn hefpr er Ausband,
David, « wildlife biologini, to band 0 bold eagle




“"How would you like to be
Mrs. Hancock?" Dave suddenly
asked over the engine’s roar

g Asisdra-
revinif thae

= To do that, |
ver. I was @ few

[olks® furm an

AT | ghee

NTHTE o 3 wlene, ar just o paveld
Camed o
lerlsfip @

it ghe Lini
* wWEs FRIdvimE (he de-
f this emlang
i plane ¥ =l ome. )
A LE of I |
e heen wp i

Py menment, | ocoald
absve ikbe roar of the

the sverls
Liv |iEs fifiE-

it Bl Wy

o mv porends with ke follow

- wedding Mel the

Ll L

sed - East nmd we o arrmved s
jmued o build p om-
braducing my moethe

i pearrole 4 1he section of Bar refm
tar; spending: & lonesmosn | L pemguims

presended wilh
ibedd aed mnbappy Tar




“Physical discomforts
give way to mental
anguish on climbs to
the tops of cliffs”

seal pamed Sam. The expenences in
rasing Sam o his present mochie-
wours and lovable seff immedsaely imi-
siaked me into ithe life of a rnologist's
wile

Three times u day for & month
Diave wrappsd Binscll a0 two coads
and Ewo pairs of gloves, and wedped a
snarling, souinmimg, [y scal  be-
iween his legs and kept his s
sipart, while | squirted a plastic bag ol
fighy wiscous mess through o thin
rublsey faose down into his stommch.
Many & time the contens of the bag
squiried all owver me before | per-
Fected the 1echnigue.

Bist this was simple compared (0
feeding Saom whaole fish, 1 thought I'd
maide sure thot David didn't stody
frah hefore | accepied his proposal.
Bt he refraiged from  telling me
evervibing e studied are fsh, Al my
life 1'd detested the sight or feel of
fiih. T prayed that I'd mever hawe to
face the challengs of handling o her
Mg

For a couple of weeks | conmed
wAMOIES equnindanoss. into helping me
shave @ herring down Sam's gulfet bot
when | ram oart of friends, 1 kmew 1'd
have to o someching 0 Guns my an-
tipathy.

While Diave was away al snversiy
I'd gingerly unroll o newspaper pack-
ape full of herring ned force myself 1o
slare At those cobd fish eyes

mieat, | would streich owl a hand ey
teach the fish — First with a kmife and
them with the tip of my fimger. Ad
each touch [ would sifle a scream,
amd instnctively  my  Rend owoasld
shrink back.

Trying to clear all thoaghis from
my migd, | woald close my hansls o
the slippery scaly body and pack it up.
It's ansazing whai women go through
fiar Bowe!

Al the time of writing | can deal ia
tomns of Fish —as lomg as (hey're dend,
As yel I've never suffensd having o
finger n quiveringly live specimen,

When Dmve cabches cod Tor hes
engles, | pmy he won't catch one
while I'm starding next o him. Omne
of these days, Il probahly slip into
the water as the bani fille up with
fizh.

I'd always thonght of marmriage as
the thing o do when yvoo ram ot of
adher |deas, hut in ey mammisge time
always runs oul before the klens.

I's on ihe summer [Mneng 2l
siody expeditions ihal 1 sometimes
wonder if I did manry the “wdeal

man". In retrospect, Davidd's phsist-
emce on ml marsemading me B prob-
ably the besi approach. That way,
things do get dome.

For example, | had nmever rowed
hefore, le1 alome m the open Pacific
with gight-font swells pounding surf
on s rocky ahore, Bt there was o
way oul of 1, Dave wmlormod e, &5
we approsched my Tirsl prosipeions,
fop-shrouded sea bind islnd.

"' dead ensy. Jusi jodge the
swedls carrectly, get the bow ns close
as poscible 10 ihe rocks, let me jump
o with & dosd of gear, pull back from
the shore apainst the swell, amd come
in again o collect me for the next
I, "™

Well, with beginner’s luck the
mvements | mnnaged o make
caipsed the correct sequence af events
For gk Tirst logd, In ke secopsd lond,
1 teeterod in broadssde 1o the shore,
seraped sickeningly it the bama-
ches, gol sucked inko lhe surge, and |
then found my boal sheed around 10
figish wp in a bed of kelp. My his-
hand's language wasn'l AF 1o priol and
I considered leaving him on the de
seried pland or else dumgping myself
averboand to see i he would jumg to
my rescue. OF course the half hour
afler such an incident & spend 6 &
happy reconcilintion:

It =eems the ome Kind of weather
an which you can absolutely rely on
triprs 1o west goast islands & fog, can-
stant masty driegle or radn. | amal
mesi 2lwnys  sonked, Bt physical
diseomfors give way Lo mental an-
uirsh on climbs 1o the tops of cliffs. |
remember vividly o6 ascent.

The packsacks were flbed and oo
erfilbed, then set before me. Loosking
ab the smasller one, | asked  inpo-
cemlly: “Wha i going 16 camry all
thad?™

Yo, of course. You've hitchhiked
all 1kraugh Forope with 40 poands on
woui  Back I'haz's  just the same
weipht. Lel™s po.

“I've hitchhiked on & lewel high-
whY, B0l 8 Wldegree cliff."™

Well, vou'll get used 1o it Henve
ho,'

Instenid of folbowing Diave, who had
Forged on ahead, | tried o find the
ensdent romte for my oW AReE
climbing method — on hands and
knees. Mol trusting thee shippery shale
which crumbled al a tosch, 1 thned
crab-walking up o gully. Halfeay up,
the tripod, which was sticking & cou-
ple of Feel abiave my ek, pol catght
A crevice amd | found mysell stuck
with hands and feet asirde the gully,
wnable to move Gip ar o,

Frustraged by trying to find alter-
nage liny crevices for toe and fimger
holds amd always conscious of the
thundes of the ses crashing on the

i

Lyn purnps o couple of quarts of fishy vircous mistee down the throat of

@ young sea fiom, o necessary procedurs antil e learms o eat on his owe,

ks below me, 1 did the anly thing
left. 1 cried!

Dve returned.

MMow yoal don't wanl o gel wet by
droppéng imio the wader, da o you?
Woubd you rather swire arosingd {he
clifl @nd come up the other side of (he
mlund? Come on, follow my instaic-
tioms amd you'll get confidemce by
doing i5 yosirself."

Whem we are showmp our [Wm
Comst Safari, which depicts our od-
venlures on ike  British  Colombin
const, people often wonder bow a girl
could hanl 0wl ol the water an adult
bald exgle with o sevendooi Wi
spiread, We have often seen babkd ca-
ghes swamming thedr prey ashore when
thew have hitten off a fink more than
they can fly with. The caple tn ihe
mavie was very wel and in danger of
simking.

“Just grab has wing ond flip him
onio the boat bail be sure 10 grab him
before he prabs you with those jee-
dig-sharp Tadons.”

Ax usial, Dave wns irying the im-
possible — steering and adiusting the
mator with one hamd and checking
Ihe trigger of the movie camern with
the other. And all the time yelling in-
structions amd WurTings io me

“Pim his talons safely under him.
Waich thal wing. A blpvw with that
vy bult will paui you to sleep. Get
hold of his begs 5o the lubons don's gei
hold of yom,™

As Draavid filmed and manoeuvred
Abe boad into s good position wi the
same fime, | shid out my hand and
gripped the long fight femthers, In
ome caMimious motion, twe poweriul
wings, two slashing talons and a snap-
peng beak burst from the water and

Lnndedd o ibe boxes om the hoat,

I tried to distract the protesting
caghe with my owm head movements,
them by palling his wing o keep him
off halapce umtil | had both legs and
tail Fenthers firmly pripped in. my. fin-
pers, his powerful wing boms fecked
Irv ar Dis wides, and his massive yells
henk  poinling. forward  ong of  my
reach. Temsion over, we hath grnned
Al cach viber as the film ram oql,

There wns a time during the filming
of David’s engle siudics when | was
phad T don't carry a misror with me.
Mot thar | could have seen my fice if
I wanted po. For several days and
severnl mights | haed sudfered 75 mios-
quite bites which covered my e
amd mecks Later, Dnve confesaed:
“Kissing you resembles tuking a dive
intr i bamel of pickbes.”

Both of us now work fill time in
the conservation fehl. Dave feels tha
the prime problem facing conserva-
tienists today is educuting people 1o
the values of awr ardoo; berlape —
specifically paimtéing osl how  notore
has meaning and value to them. To
gel more people actively involved in
conserviteoi,  Duved, through  the
medin of magarines, beciures,  aml
films, shows how o hiolomist and his
willic po ahowt their studies, In short,
adventure & his story. The Fun and
emyment bis messhpe,

Ljust cam't gel over how easily my
life chanped when | mesried “my
whenl man™. Mot ooy was meeling
Dave extraordinarny, bl overy week
of the last six venrs has brought forth
a succescion o exlraordinary evenis
which have welded themselves imo
the normal paltern of our ife 1o-
gether. <l
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