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ly’s story wove
into fabric of history




By Lyn Hancock

HEN MARION and
Dennis Dowler, parents
of two of my former stu-
dents at Monterey
School in Oak Bay,
| asked me to help write their family
' history, I had no idea I would be follow-
ing in such famous footsteps.

Dennis, and his sister, Marion Han-
sen of Sidney, are the grandchildren of
Irish-born Sam Livingston and his
Metis wife, Jane.

The Livingston name is honored in
many places in Canada and the U.s.
Hugh Livingston is remembered with
Livingston County, Wis. Sam Living-

- ston’s name is honored in Calgary by an
elementary school, a federal building, a
fish hatchery and, outside the city, by a
creek and a gravel bar.

Sam’s cattle brand was shot into the
ceiling of the Horseman’s Hall of Fame,
his saddlebag and bolster are kept in

’s Glenbow Museum, his em-
broidered buckskin jacket is displayed
at Fort Calgary and his flamboyant
personality illustrated on an Alberta
centennial poster.

When he died in 1897, his funeral
procession was the largest Alberta had
seen, the North West Mounted Police
sent a color guard and the Masonic
Lodge marked his grave with a special
monument. His last house on the Elbow
River was saved when the Glenbow Dam
was flooded and is now on public view in
Calgary’s Heritage Park.

Sam’s wife is also distinguished:

- Jane (Howse) Livingston’s grandfather
was Joseph Howse, explorer and fur
trader with the Hudson’s Bay Company.
Howse wrote books on the Cree lan-
guage. The Howse name is remembered
in a mountain, a river and a historic
plaque near Rocky Mountain House,

Alta. David Thompson named his pass
across the Rockies after Joseph Howse.

The Howse and Livingston stories

tell of fur trading by canoe, riding the

plains hunting buffalo, trekking west
on foot and by Red River cart, prospect-
ing for gold and seeking adventure, a
homestead and an independent way of
life. It is a fascinating lesson in history
and geography that spans a continent
and two centuries.

Marion Dowler became interested in
the story when her husband, Dennis,
showed her his Grandmother, Jane’s,
ring. It was like no ordinary wedding
ring; more like a mourning ring, in
centuries past presented at funerals to
remember the one who died. It was
solid gold encircled by a band of black
enamel. Set into the band were three
words: “IN MEMORY OF”.

The gold represents the love of Sam
and Jane for each other, the black for
Sam’s death and the words to remember
the life they shared.

Dennis Dowler has a similar sense of
adventure. Born in Calgary in 1808, he
joined the army, the navy and the
RCMP.

Retired now in Victoria, he main-
tains his interest in history and plans
one day to take a wagon ride across
Canada, as his ancestors did. “T'd like to
go through the same hardships they did
— to know what it was like in those
days. I want to wade through the tall
grass, slosh through the mud, do some
of the things Grandmother Jane did.”

He enthused his wife, Marion, when
they attended annual family reunions in
Calgary of members from across North
America; when he showed her the places
Sam and Jane lived in Fort Victoria near
Fort Edmonton, at Morley Mission, and
the homestead on the Bow and Elbow
Rivers, where they were Calgary’s first
settler /farmers.

Marion was especially intrigued by

the contributions of Metis women: their
skills in surviving primitive conditions,
ability to adapt to massive change
and take advantage of two cultures,
their courage in raising (mostly single-
handed) large families, while husbands
were away hunting, trapping and trad-
ing.

The Metis are often called The For-
gotten People and Marion felt that in
contrast to her colorful husband,
Grandmother Jane had not received the
attention she deserved.

Meanwhile in 1865 in Spokane, a
third grandchild, Walter Miles, began
researching the Howse and Livingston
story. As the official family historian, he
worked closely with the Glenbow Mu-
seum and prepared several volumes of
genealogical research. Past 70, Walter is
still trying to document the stories of all
Sam and Jane’s 14 children.

This year 1985 is an appropriate one
to focus attention on the Livingston-
Howse family. It is 101 years after the
incorporation of Calgary as a city, 101
years after the Metis’ Northwest Rebel-
lion. And it is the year the Glenbow
Museum is remembering Metis people in
an outstanding exhibition of their his-
torya.ndculturethatwﬂlbeshownin
six centres across Canada.

The story began in Rupert’s Land in
1795, when Joseph Howse landed at
York Factory to work for the Hudson’s
Bay Company as a writer, then as a fur
trader. By 1810, he was a factor and
fought his way across the country to set
up the first company post west of the
Rockies. He retired to England about
1815 but left behind his Cree wife, Mary
and a young son, Henry. They settled on
the Red River near present day Winni-
peg. Jane, born in 1848, was Henry’s
seventh child.

Jane Howse grew up in a one-room
shanty, learned to drive a travois, hunt
buffalo and prepare meats and hides. It

was a free and independent life as long
as there were enough buffalo and her
family could use the land as they want-
ed. But, as the government surveyors in
the east began to slice up the country,
the Howse family trekked west across
the prairie in Red River carts to look for
a new home at Fort Victoria.

It was at Fort Victoria 110 km
downriver from Fort Edmonton that
Jane Howse met and married a fiery
Irish fortune-seeker, Sam Livingston.
Their 1865 wedding took place in the
Hudson’s Bay clerk’s quarters, which
today is the oldest building in Alberta
still standing on its original site. Fort
Victoria is now called Pakan to distin-
guish it from our Fort Victoria.

Sam Livingston was always looking
for new challenges, so it wasn't long
before Jane had to move again, this time
to virgin territory on the Bow River,
where they set up a trading post. Then,
when there were no more buffalo to
kill, they moved to their home and farm
at The Meeting of the Waters (Bow and
Elbow). Sam had wanted to retire a rich
landlord in Ireland but decided to stay in
Western Canada at a place that remind-
ed him of his former home.

Dennis teils the story of how Sam
and Jane gave up squatting rights on
their land and moved to a new location
to allow the North West Mounted Police
to build Fort Calgary.

As adventurous a farmer as he
was a prospector and buffalo hunter,
Sam’s reputation spread much further
than Calgary. An innovator, he went as
far as Winnipeg to buy modern ma-
chinery — Calgary’s first binder, rake,
mower and threshing machine. Sam had
to take machines apart, load them on
carts, ferry them across rivers then try
to put all the pieces together at home.

Their farm became a showplace. One
year Jane entertained the Marquis of
Lorne, Canada’s first governor-general,
and Sam sent him east with a huge load

of vegetables to show what was possible
to grow in the West. In 1884, Sam went
east, as director of the Calgary Agricul-
tural Society, to extol the wonders of
farming in Alberta. “Burn your barns
and pack by the first light,” he exhorted
one Ontario farmer.

Always fighting to lead a free and
independent life, Sam once chased off
‘government surveyors, who planned to
subdivide his land in inappropriate sec-
tions. He fired a round with his gun and
threatened to burn everything and leave
the country if he didn’t receive proper
title to his land. By 1885, Jane received
her money scrip as a Metis and the
Livingstons got their official title.

Jane brought up her 14 children to
get the most from Indian and white
cultures. She and Sam taught them to
hunt and trap and use the skins of wild
animals — and to farm, run a ranch and
keep house.

Their heritage shows in the family

today. Descendants are settled all over
North America but take pride in meet-
ing annually to remember Sam and
Jane. They are interested in history,
travel, adventure, farming and garden-
ing. _ ;
Marion and Sam Hansen of Sidney
treasure Grandmother Jane’s glasses,
her sewing kit, her letters, even her hair
net. The Hansens love travelling, par-
ticularly to remote places. Dennis’s
daughter Marilyn is married to a Que-
becois and lives in Quebec. His wife isan
academic in Alberta and did much of the
research for my book, Tell Me Grand-
mother.

Sam, who died in 1897, and Jane,
who died in 1918, live on through their
family network.

And, as Hugh Dempsey, Chief Cura-
tor of the Glenbow points out, “For
every local history that has been pub-
lished, there are two yet to be written, |
awaiting the leadership and dedication
of some local residents.” J
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