ROGUE
BEAR ON
THE
RAMPAGE

By Lyn Hland
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This time be turned round to find
an animal taller than him staring
intently at his mother. Remember.
itg'.hhl he had beard abour bears,
he said, "Mum, don’t makec any cud
denmo_nmcnug:"’

Caut - edged towards
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oo the boardwalk. "Mum! Run!”
Galvanued by her son’s scrcams,
M:Connell moved s fast s she
could, the bear charging aftee her
She ran up the steps o the vicwing
platform - and was trapped.

Kelly saw 10 horroe the bear cogulf
his mother s almost naked body wath
its own. Despite his shighe stature  the
13.ycar-old ran at the creature and
kicked 1t in the face. “"Ger off oy
mum!”

The bear looked up, grunted and
went back to its prey

Scarchiog for 3 weapon, Kelly
soatched up 2 sawn off tree Bmb
With a strength born of anger, he

servmbied ot the Bear's hend, ol the
while weeameng for help
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the bear s camnoes spurred Kally on
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hit the arumal squarely an the nose,
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Then bhe carme after the teeyilfsed
boy. Kelly rampled wunder the
ansumal’s massive weaghe. FHe feln sts
teeth crunch round has wasst as o

hfted hion oo the aur and swang
hien arcund hike s dog plaviog warh »
rag doll. Just as he was abowut to pass
out, the animal fung harn to the deck
Relly rolled into & ball

Hu smvother by besade humn, her
skinn ashen, her cyen open anndd un
blinking. He tnied o crawl towards
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the bear pounced again,
ut of b HSesh. The
animal’s foul, ranckd breath made
Relly want o vommir. He dosed has
eyss. He Knew he wan abvout to die

av Karomen gquickly ook in
the horrifying swcene. Grab
bing a fallens teee branch, bhe

hammered it agasnst the raog

“Hey! Getofi1™ he yelled. The bear
paid no attention. Kitchen tore off
a bigger branch aod rammmed it into
the bear s stouriac b, bopeng ?'-‘»\.‘.h!.‘,e
animal away from the cduld
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As i]nadi her thoughe,
crvelt dn&pp(?hi‘ end of the ,
“I'm to find & range.-
Mk‘ " '“Cd off. "'Pl"n‘il.s
with a history of heart atracy,
exhausted but vainly continueg .
pound away at the bear. :

Suddenly the bear shifted ire o,
ition, clamped its jaws round 1t 4,
tim's neck and threw him into oo
air. “No! ™ Bailey screamed frantcul,

The bear hesitated and dropg.;
Kitchen to the ground. Hi. 1,

, his 1 W pped ow
neck almost severed, Kirche,
was dead.

Bailey turned to the other victig,
She knelt beside McConnell und fe
forapnln.Sbeluscw the worman wa
Mhthtﬂiﬂiﬂ‘dktattd that she
try to resuscitate her. She set to work

Just then Kelly moancd, and
Hedi u to his side
y the bear’s left paw
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propie were sl pasung
Hedingham torned back
10 the boy, who was trying oo
crawltobhn mother *) "lp "oy
o, he r\‘rb-’r-] 1 awh pee
“on't worry,” Hedungham
Llu‘. “We're -lunng all we can
You musin’t mwowe. Brcarhic
showly
Hedingham, who had firse-
ard trmrming, took a handker
chict from his jacker to mop
blood from the worst of the
e “What we really need,”
Bailey said, "arc towels 1o act
as compresses and rwo more
pairs of hands for CPR ™
Asifinanswer, several men
bounded up the stairs. One
bhad & towel and knew CPR
{cardiopulmonary  resuscita
tion). He helped Hedungham

bind the boy s wounds. Another man
assisted Bailey, compressing McCon
nell’s chest while Bailey breathed

o hee mouth

The bear had gone. But mhere u

the ronger? Bailey wondered

“We must get them to hospetal ™
Hcdingbam said desperately. “1I'm

going for help ™

Suddenly, they heard new scecarms

Raw courago - Kelly McConnell and
Frank Hedingham werte an inspiration
to author Lyn Hancock (left)
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ing from the budh. Along with other
bathers, be left the poot and hure
down the boardwalk He

reached the turn-off to the Hanging
“A

had alemos

Gardens when someonce yelled
bear’s coming! Run for yousr lives™™
Everyone turned and ran, but Van
fer Velden shipped and fell into the
bush. In seconds the bear was there
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